
LONDON HEALTH COALITION 
 

Co-chairs: Jeff Hanks (519) 473-6191, Shirley Schuurman (519) 842-3498, Peter Begmanis (519) 433-4403 
 
 
For Immediate Release      
April 6, 2011                                                                         
 

London West Federal Election Candidate Refuses to 
Debate Health Care: Coalition Releases Letter 

London – Conservative federal election candidate in London West, Ed Holder, has 
refused to attend an all-candidates meeting on health care to be held on April 20 at 
London’s Best Western Lamplighter Inn. Today, the London Health Coalition released a 
letter from Mr. Holder’s communication director stating that Mr. Holder does not see 
health care as a federal issue and they “are not interested” in seeing Ed Holder debate 
health care. Green, Liberal and NDP candidates have all agreed to attend. (See letter on pg. 3) 

In a letter of invitation to all candidates, London Health Coalition co-chair Jeff Hanks 
wrote “healthcare has polled frequently as the main issue in the federal election and our 
group, the London Health Coalition would like voters to be able to make an informed 
choice on this issue….Mental health, home care, wait times and the hiring of more 
doctors and nurses are potential topics as are your thoughts on the future of health care in 
Canada.”  Two of three London health coalition co-chairs live in the London West riding, 
as do a number of the coalition’s members.   

Ed Holder’s campaign replied in writing that they were “puzzled” as to why federal 
candidates would be asked to debate health care. “I'd think this is more an issue for Deb 
Matthews and the provincial candidates”, concluding: “we're not attracted to see Ed 
debate on healthcare”.   

“The Canada Health Act is national law that must be safeguarded if Canadians are to be 
protected against American-style 2-tier health care,” noted Michael McBane, coordinator 
of the Canadian Health Coalition. “We are concerned that the Conservative candidate in 
London West – and indeed Stephen Harper – are either ignoring or purposely refusing to 
commit to uphold Public Medicare for Canadians.”   

“The next federal government will negotiate the national Health Accord - the framework 
for funding and providing health care services across the country”, said Jeff Hanks, co-
chair of the London Health Coalition. “This is a question of democracy. It is not 
acceptable for Ed Holder to refuse to debate the important health care issues facing our 
riding and our country in an all-candidates meeting.” 
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From: Jim Etherington <jim.etherington@sympatico.ca> 
Subject: Healthcare Coalition 
To: "JEFF HANKS" <jhanks@rogers.com>, "Stewart 
Blair" <stewart@londonontariorealty.com>, "Ron Fisher" 
<ronfisher@sympatico.ca> 
Date: Saturday, April 2, 2011, 4:58 PM 

I received your material about your plan for a candidates 
debate. I'm a little puzzled why the participants would be 
federal candidates. I'd think this is more an issue for Deb 
Matthews and the provincial candidates with the province 
having lead responsibilities on health care. Yes, health care 
is a total concern and there is a need for allocation of 
federal tax dollars to support the provincial programs, but 
it's really a delivery issue with the provinces. 
 
I'm well aware that Canadians are concerned about 
healthcare, as reflected in interest polls, but asking federal 
candidates to debate is not very effective, in our view. I 
guess I would say that Ed Holder is supportive of a priority 
for spending on health care but that's probably the sum and 
substance of what he would be able to say in a debate. 
 
I guess what I'm saying is we're not attracted to see Ed 
debate on healthcare when it is more an issue for the 
provincial election with provincial candidates. 
 


