
Open letter to Prime Minister Paul Martin  
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 
We are writing you to express our deep concern with your government’s proposal to replace Canada’s Food & 
Drugs Act with a new health protection legislative regime.  
 
We have noted a series of changes announced by your new government that reflect the commitment to building a 
“21st century economy”. A key element appears to be the redesign of the federal approach to health and safety 
regulation in order to create an “advantage” for industry by means of weaker safety standards. 
 
Of particular concern are Health Canada’s proposals to: a) abandon the Precautionary Principle to a narrow    
risk-benefit regime; b) shift the burden of proof from industry to the public – products are presumed safe unless 
harm is proven; c) speed up drug approvals; and d) allow direct-to-consumer advertising of prescription drugs. If 
the government abdicates its health protection duty of care, Canada’s health care system will not be able to cope 
with the negative health outcomes. The negative effects of these proposed regulatory changes would also be felt 
throughout the international community. 
 
Societies need both commercial and guardian functions. But these two types of work are contradictory and are 
prone to corruption if they stray across either their moral or functional barriers. When the governments in Canada 
mix trade and industry objectives - like de-regulation, self-regulation and privatization - into health protection 
functions, people are killed.  
 
These are the painful lessons from the tainted blood disaster, drinking water contamination, adverse drug          
reactions, and deadly pathogens in food. Canada has not learned from the Mad Cow crisis in the U.K. Food safety 
and food promotion functions must not be housed within the same government agency. The federal regulator may 
have helped the Canadian beef industry economically in the short term by not adopting precautionary measures to 
stem the spread of Mad Cow disease. However, in the longer run, this lack of attention to safety will cost the    
industry much more.  
 
The purpose of health protection legislation is to safeguard health and safety, not trade and investment.          
Government can’t regulate to protect health and the environment – as the laws of Canada currently require - if it 
is in bed with the industries it regulates.  
 
A health and safety regulatory agency that puts industry self-regulation for profit (“smart regulation”) ahead of 
protecting public health is not moral, wise, or legal. Similarly, direct-to-consumer advertising of prescription 
drugs has only one aim: to promote product sales. Why would the federal government knowingly introduce a   
policy expected to undermine the sustainability of its health care services?  
 
What kind of society builds a “21st Century economy” by exposing those least able to defend themselves -       
children and future generations - to uncontrollable hazards and unknown risk?  
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This is not the kind of Canada Canadians want. This is not the kind of Canada the world wants. This policy will 
not only put Canadians at risk, it will destroy Canada’s international reputation. The end result will be to brand 
Canadian products as ‘dangerous’. 
 
We therefore urge you to instruct your Minister of Health to do the following:  
 

1.      Adopt the Precautionary Principle as the basis for a broad, transparent, and independent 
assessment of risk to protect those least able to defend themselves from health hazards – 
especially children and future generations. 

 

2.      Terminate the ‘Health Protection Legislative Renewal’ and uphold the “duty of care” in 
the current Food & Drugs Act. 

 

3.      Restore the burden of proof on industry to demonstrate the safety of their product or 
technology before regulatory approval is granted. 

 

4.      Allow full public access to the information upon which federal regulators base approval 
of a product or technology. 

 

5.      Strictly enforce the ban on direct to consumer advertising of prescription drugs. 
 

6.      Terminate all partnerships and promotional activities so regulatory agencies regulate 
only  in the public interest and not in the interests of the regulated. 

 
Prime Minister, we are appealing to you for moral leadership into the 21st century so that powerful economic  
interests cannot trump the protection of citizens’ health in Canada and throughout the world. As the Royal         
Society of Canada’s Expert Panel on GM food said, it is better to err on the side of protecting  human and       
environmental safety than to err on the side of the risks.  
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Nancy Olivieri, MD, University Health Network, Toronto 



Victoria Olivieri, retired physiotherapist 
Sharla Olsen, MD, Resident in Internal Medicine, U of Alberta 
R Padwal, MD, Faculty of Medicine, U of Alberta, Edmonton 
Sanja Pajovic, Scientist, University of Toronto  
Cindy Peternelj-Taylor, RN, MSc, Professor, University of Saskatchewan 
Sarah Polley, Actor and Director 
Joyce Procure, RN, nurse and concerned citizen 
Linda Paul, University of Regina  
Donald Pelletier, PhD, Department of Mathematics and Statistics, York University 
Robert Pepper-Smith, Ph.D. University College, Nanaimo, BC 
Ernest Phillipos, MD, Neonatology Staff, University Hospital, U of Alberta 
Paul M. Pleau, BCom  
Annette Poon, MD, FRCP(C) 
John Principato, RN, Hamilton 
Jerilynn Prior, MD FRCPC, Professor of Medicine, University of British Columbia 
Geraldine Prior, MD, Professor of Medicine, University of British Columbia  
Lisbie Rae, PhD, University of Guelph 
Patricia Rae, Head, Department of English, Queen's University, Kingston 
Geneviève Rail, PhD, Vice-Dean (Research), University of Ottawa 
Gillian Ramsay, MD, Resident in Internal Medicine, University of Alberta Hospital, Edmonton 
Leda Raptis, PhD, professor  
Denise Reaume, Faculty of Law, University of Toronto 
DeNel Rehberg Sedo, Assistant Professor, Mount Saint Vincent University, Halifax 
Adela Reid, Compliance Officer, Concordia University, Montréal 
Gareth Rhydderch, MBBS, FRCP(C), McMaster University, Hamilton 
Margie Rhydderch, RN, Nurse and concerned parent 
Karl Riese, MD, FRCSC, FACS 
Gary Rimmer, Journalist 
Kevin Rioux, MD, Dept. Internal Medicine, University Hospital, University of Alberta 
Wendy Robbins, PhD 
Joan Robillard, FP, Vancouver, BC  
Margot Rocchi, B.Ed., teacher and mother 
Pat Roebuck, B.A, BEd  
Bente Roed, Director University Teaching Services, University of Alberta 
Clinton Rohr, Minister, St. Jacobs, Ontario 
Eva Rolfe, retired scientist, Ottawa 
Anita Romaniuk, Vancouver Parks Commissioner  
Leslie Roos, PhD, Department of Community Health Sciences, University of Manitoba 
Peter Rosenthal, Professor of Mathematics University of Toronto 
Rhonda J. Rosychuk, PhD, Assistant Professor, University of Alberta 
Jeffrey Round, author and director 
Andy Rowell, Author 
Mercedes Rowinsky, Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo 
Kenneth Salem, Associate Professor, University of Waterloo 
Mary-Jane Salpeter, Ethics Coordinator, University Health Network, Toronto  
Rick Salutin, Writer, Toronto 
Arthur Schafer, PhD, Centre of Professional and Applied Ethics, U. of Manitoba, Winnipeg 
David R. Schlim, MD, concerned international medical researcher 
Ted Schrecker, Saskatchewan Population Health and Evaluation Research Unit, Saskatoon 
Elie Schwartz, PhD 
Tim Seifert, PhD, Associate Professor, Memorial University, St. John’s 
Evelyn Shapiro, Senior Scholar, Faculty of Medicine, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg 
Dominick Shelton, MD  
Susan Sherwin, PhD, Departments of Philosophy and Bioethics, Dalhousie University, Halifax 



Ronnie Skolnick, Kwantlen University College, Vancouver 
Graeme A. Spiers, PhD, C.Chem, Laurentian University, Sudbury 
Melissa Stamplecoski, Clinical Researcher, University of Toronto  
Elizabeth Sterken, Executive Director, Infant Feeding Action Coalition, Toronto 
Kent Stobart, MD MSc (Epid) FRCPC, Stollery Children's Hospital, Edmonton 
James Struthers, Ph.D. Professor and Chair, Canadian Studies Program, Trent University 
Sana Sukkari, M.PHIL., BScPHARM 
Sharon Tamaro, MSc., Epidemiologist 
Chelsea Taylor, MHSc, Public Health candidate 
Deanna Teichros, MD, Resident in Internal Medicine, U of Alberta   
Alan B. R. Thomson, MD, FRCPC, Div. of Gastroenterology, U. of Alberta Hospital, Edmonton 
Jon Thompson, Professor, University of New Brunswick 
Margaret W. Thompson, OC, Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto 
Anna Tilman, environmental advocate & professor 
Jack Todd, columnist, Montreal Gazette 
Marria Townsend, Medical Student, UBC, Vancouver 
Jim Turk, PhD, Executive Director, Canadian University Teachers Association, Ottawa 
Robert Turner, MD, Department of Medicine, U of Alberta, Edmonton 
Gabriella Tymowski, PhD, Assistant Professor, Applied Ethics, University of New Brunswick 
Greg Tyrrell, PhD, Clinical Microbiology, Provincial Laboratory for Public Health Alberta 
Edwin G. Upenicks, LLP, Lawrence, Lawrence, Stevenson, Toronto  
Michael Valpy, journalist and parent 
Wilma van der Veen, PhD, professor of sociology, River John, Nova Scotia 
Fr. Benedict Vanier, OCSO 
Lisa Vargo, PhD, Associate Professor, University of Saskatchewan 
Lynda Vera, RN, BScN, Public Health Nurse, Peel Health 
Anne Vulliamy, MSW  
David Waltner-Toews, PhD, Professor, University of Guelph 
Sabina Calais Watts, RN, MA PhD(c), Clinical Research Coordinator, St Michael's Hospital 
Randi R. Warne, PhD 
John Waye, PhD, Professor, McMaster University, Hamilton 
Lori West, MD  
Marguerite Wieler, BA, BScPT, MSc, Research Associate 
Lorie Whitcombe, PhD Candidate, McGill University, Montréal  
David Williams, PhD, Consultant in Community Dev. and Psychotherapy, Halifax   
Randall Williams, MD, Director, Coronary Care Unit, Royal Alexandra Hospital, Edmonton 
Eric Wong, MD 
Howard Woodhouse, Professor, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon 
Jim Wright, Coordinating Editor, Cochrane Hypertension Group, UBC, Vancouver 
Ken Yong-Hing, MB.,ChB,FRCS Glasgow, FRCSC, Professor, University of Saskatchewan 
Janet A. Zablocki, R.N., Board Member, Infant Feeding Action Coalition 

 
BUSINESS 

 

Merit Jensen Carr, President, Merit Motion Pictures Inc, Winnipeg 
Michael Langlois, founder, Prospect Communications Inc. 
Warren MacKenzie, Chartered Accountant, Vice President BMO Nesbitt Burns, Toronto 
Linda Rankin, President & CEO, WETV Canada Corporation 
Nicholas Reeves, Cordac Investment Ltd, Calgary 
Helen Ryane, Management Consultant 
Karim Salamatian, Managing Director, BMO Nesbitt Burns, Toronto 
Allison Scanlan, Senior Buyer, Canadian Headquarters , General Motors Corporation 
Paul St. Pierre, Business Analyst  
Debra Thomson, Sales Operation Specialist  



INDIVIDUALS 
 

Maria Arruda, Administrative Assistant, St. Nicholas of Bari School 
Mohini Basran 
Raveen Basran, DPhil (Oxon.), Canadian student & voter 
Rachael Bedard, student & concerned Canadian voter 
Elaine Berman, MA History of Medicine 
Edward Bonnema, concerned citizen 
Renee Bonnema, concerned citizen 
Penelope Bonnett, Concerned Canadian 
Michael Brown, Rothesay, New Brunswick 
Paul Browning, Simon Fraser University Student  
Robert Burd, concerned citizen 
Gordon Carpenter, concerned citizen 
Guy Caron, Campaigner, Council of Canadians, Ottawa 
William J. Cassan, Concerned Citizen, Vancouver, BC 
Lyne Castonguay 
Michael Chapman 
Katharine Charlton, medical student, Queen's University 
Andrea Chittle, concerned student, University of Toronto 
Kurtis Chow, patient, Coquitlam, BC 
Raymond Chow, parent, Coquitlam, BC 
Wendy Chow, Parent, Coquitlam, BC 
Janet Collins, concerned citizen, Breast Cancer Prevention Coalition 
Tim Corson, student 
Betty Daniel, Concerned Canadian 
Cynthia Davis 
Sophie Dansereau, comédienne, Mère de cinq enfants, Montréal 
Judy DeSchiffart, medical student, University of Toronto 
Christa Domchek, Ecologist 
Dawn Rae Downton 
Micheline Ethier, Graphiste, Québec 
Jeffery Ewener 
Nick Fillmore  

James Fox, Medical Student, U of Alberta, Edmonton 
Nancy Frustaci 

Lucy Fucillo, concerned citizen 
Linda Furlini, PhD Candidate, McGill University 
Ramzy Galil, Medical Student Yr 1, University of Western Ontario 
Louise Gallie, Concerned citizen, Vancouver B.C. 
Lorena Gerlock, concerned citizen 
Leona Gom, writer 
Alan Gordon, concerned citizen & patient 
Shari Graydon, concerned member of the public 
Peggy Gualtieri 
Rishi Gupta, 2nd Year Medical Student 
Bjorn Haagensen, Consultant, Halifax, NS 
Karl Hardin, concerned student, Simon Fraser University 
Peter Hawkins 
Anna Heilman 
Dianne Henderson, concerned citizen 
Michelle Hui, concerned citizen 
Ildiko, Kovacs, York University 
Valerie Joseph, concerned parent & hospital employee 
Nathan Jowett, Medical Student, University of Toronto 
Russ Jubenville, BSc, concerned Canadian citizen 



Shannon Kavanaugh, Concerned citizen, Waterloo 
Kristine Kenzie, concerned citizen 
Valerie J. Kenzie, concerned citizen 
Shamshad Khan, PhD Candidate, Simon Fraser University 
Betsy Kidd 
Carl Kidd 
Linda Klassen 

Larry Lack, St. Andrew’s, NB 
Francyne Laliberté 
Serge Landry, concerned citizen 
Laura Lane, concerned parent & citizen 
Mary-Louise Langlois 
Linda Lee, Medical Student, U of Alberta, Edmonton 
David Lowe  
Ruth Maddock, concerned citizen 
Wayne Maddock, concerned citizen 
Roger Mann, grandparent 

T. G. Marquette B.A. Hon. Voter and Ethics advocate 
Melodie Hart Massey, concerned citizen 
Dennis R. McCalla, PhD 
Shane McConnell, patient and concerned citizen 
Kathryn McLeod, concerned student of Canadian Studies 
Astrid Meij 
Christian Meier,  patient & concerned citizen 
Marete Meier, MEd, retired teacher and parent 
Berni Minegarten, concerned citizen 
Sergio Muraca, Medical Student, University of Toronto 
Jessica Mueller, PhD candidate 
Jay Nair  
Barbara Nethercot, Wellness Consultant 
Nzelanu Obinelo, Social Worker 
Monica Olsen, 4th year medical student, University of Alberta 
Rachel Panton, BA, Graduate Student 
Mary Parniak, concerned Canadian citizen 
Sandi Pniauskas, ovarian cancer survivor/advocate 
Bella Principato, concerned Canadian parent 

Sandro Principato, Project Co-ordinator, patient 
Allen Procure, concerned citizen 
Priya Ramotar, medical student, Imperial College London, concerned Canadian citizen 
Catharine Ramsey 
Dean Ramsey, MSW, Ret'd Partner Ernst & Young, Ret'd Col. Canadian Armed Forces, concerned Canadian citizen 
Robert Renwick, Medical Student, University of Toronto 
Carmen von Richthofen 
Helen Riley, concerned citizen, mother and grandmother 
Lyne Rivest, Union Steward for PIPSC 
Kathryn Ross, concerned citizen 
Andy Rowell, Author 
Carol Ann Scanlan, concerned citizen and parent 
Elie Schwartz, PhD  
Barry Shainbaum, Author, "Hope & Heroes: Portraits of Integrity" 
Christopher J. Snyder, RFP 
Robert Spears, concerned patient and parent 
Carman Stevens, parent, university student & patient 

Margery Strom,RN, Lennoxville QC 
Christopher J. Snyder, RFP 



Michel Synnett, concerned citizen 
Howard Szafer   
Hugues Tennier, Ste-Anne-des-Monts, Québec 
Margaret Tessman 
Barbara Tessman 
Peter Thomson, Stanstead, QC 
Marria Townsend, 3rd Year Medical Student, UBC 
David E Toye 
Mildred Tremblay, author  
Jim Upper, BSc, teacher, retired 
Douglas Vaughan, concerned senior citizen 
Irene Vaughan, concerned senior citizen 
Anna Vizza, parent and concerned citizen 
Julie Vizza, patient and concerned citizen 
Randi R. Warne, PhD 
Calvin Wang, Year II, Medical Student, University of Toronto 
Lee Ann Ward, St. Andrews, NB 
Brad Watson, concerned citizen 
Ellen Watson, concerned citizen 
Lorie Whitcombe, PhD Candidate, McGill University 
Sid Williamson, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Lori Wolf, patient 
H.G. Woodside, patient and parent 
James Young, Concerned citizen, Vancouver B.C. 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


